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REVIEWS 

Some Problems of the Peace Conference. By CHARLES HOMER 
Haskins and Robert Howard Lord. Cambridge, Harvard Uni- 
versity Press, 1920. — xii, 307 pp. 

An Introduction to the Peace Treaties. By ARTHUR PEARSON 
Scott. Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 1920. — x, 292 pp. 

The Peace in the Making. By H. WILSON HARRIS. New 
York, E. P. Dutton and Company, 1920. — vii, 235 pp. 

What Wilson Did at Paris. By Ray Stannard Baker. 
New York, Doubleday, Page and Company, 1920. — x, 113 pp. 

The Peace Conference Day-by-Day. By CHARLES T. Thomp- 
son. New York, Brentano's, 1920. — 423 pp. 

The Adventures of the Fourteen Points. By Harry Hansen. 
New York, The Century Company, 1919. — xiii, 385 pp. 

Across the Blockade. By Henry Noel BRAILSFORD. New 
York, Harcourt, Brace and Howe, 1919. — 174 pp. 

America's Aims and Asia's Aspirations. By Patrick Galla- 
gher. New York, The Century Company, 1920. — xv, 499 pp. 

Considering the widespread ignorance and misconception regarding 
the work of the Paris Peace Conference, reflected in the press and in 
the debates of Congress, it is pleasant to note that recent books deal- 
ing with the peace negotiations are in the main reliable as to fact and 
are written with some sense of the historian's responsibility. Even in 
the most journalistic and superficial of these works we do not find such 
slipshod statements as that Japan " annexed Shantung " , or that "Great 
Britain has six votes in the League of Nations ", or that Article X was 
devised by the British to keep Ireland in subjection, although these 
beliefs and others even less warranted are the common counters of 
popular discussion. It is important, of course, that people should 
read the best books about the Peace Conference. But should they 
read any of the books here considered they would be on their guard 
against the cruder myths which have gained circulation. 
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Some Problems of the Peace Conference , by Professors Haskins and 
Lord, stands in a class by itself as decidedly the most valuable book 
which has yet appeared in the English language on its subject. Its 
only limitation is that of scope. The book considers only political 
questions, mainly those relating to the mapping of new frontiers. All 
such topics as indemnities, economic arrangements and international 
finance are left out of consideration, and the League of Nations is 
mentioned only incidentally. It is to be hoped that these aspects of 
the peace treaties may soon be treated as fairly and adequately as 
Professors Haskins and Lord have covered the problems of the map. 

The high quality of the book is due not only to the historical train- 
ing of the authors and the fact that they were working with the Amer- 
ican Peace Commission during the negotiations of the Conference. 
Though the historical conscience is a guarantee-of careful workman- 
ship and a certain sense of proportion, and employment by the Amer- 
ican Commission as an "expert adviser" insures a general familiarity 
with the methods and purposes of the Conference, yet these qualifica- 
tions of themselves would not enable a historian to write what is really 
an "inside " history of the negotiations. But Professor Haskins and 
Professor Lord were singularly favored. They were not only spectators 
and advisers, they were actual participants in the work of diplomacy, 
and their hands were more than once on the levers of power which 
turned the destinies of Europe. Professor Haskins served on the com- 
missions to adjust the western frontier of Germany and was one of the 
three men — with M. Tardieu of France and Mr. Headlam-Morley of 
Great Britain — who devised in detail the very elaborate arrangements 
in the Treaty of Versailles respecting the Saar Valley. Professor Lord, 
together with Dr. Isaiah Bowman, represented the United States on the 
expert commissions which traced the frontier between Germany and 
Poland. Not until President Wilson himself writes a history of the 
Paris Conference will it be possible for an American to produce a work 
of superior first-hand authority. 

Some Problems of the Peace Conference deals not only with the de- 
cisions arrived at in Paris but also with the reasons which lay "back of 
these decisions. Each " problem area ", such as " Poland " or " the 
Balkans ", is studied in turn from the standpoint of geography, eth- 
nology, national sentiment, historical tradition, economic status and 
strategic importance, and the relative weight of these several consider- 
ations in determining the decision of the Conference is adequately ex- 
pounded. The authors always give an impartial account of the claims 
and arguments of both sides in discussing any disputed territory, though 
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they never hesitate to state their own conclusions at the end. The 
value of the book is enhanced by chapter bibliographies and a full 
index. There are several outline maps, but none in color. 

An Introduction to the Peace Treaties, by Professor Arthur Scott of 
the University of Chicago, is a second-hand work which lays claim to 
no special knowledge not available to the average American reader. 
It is, however, a well-proportioned and accurate account of peace 
negotiations both during and after the war and contains a lucid sum- 
mary of the principal provisions of the various treaties concluded in 
1 91 9. As an example of the conscientiousness with which Professor 
Scott has performed his task, it may be mentioned that on page no 
he corrects from later sources a statistical error in the official summary 
of the Treaty of Versailles issued to the press in May, 1919. For the 
general purposes of a reference book, covering compactly the whole 
field of the peace negotiations, this work is thoroughly satisfactory. 

Journalists' history is different from historians' history, but though 
superficial and inconsecutive in form it may be scholarly in spirit. 
The best of the journalistic studies of the Paris Conference comes from 
across the water. Mr. H. Wilson Harris, correspondent of the London 
Daily News, has written an account of The Peace in the Making which 
shows not only common sense and a keen grasp of the fundamentals of 
the situation but considerable knowledge of what was going on. He 
knows, for example, that Premier Clemenceau was not the crafty devil 
of imperialism invented by the " liberal " press but was, at least as 
compared with other French diplomats, a champion of moderation and 
compromise. He knows that Mr. Hoover was not only a director of 
philanthropic effort but also an important diplomatic figure in the 
course of the negotiations. He gives President Wilson's original draft 
of the much-discussed Article X of the League of Nations Covenant 
(page 152). By these and several other tests Mr. Harris's book is 
shown to be well informed, and if it is less dashingly written than the 
works of Keynes and Dillon, its studied moderation of tone is more 
convincing. 

Mr. Ray Stannard Baker was at the head of the American Press 
Bureau during the peace negotiations, and his account of What Wilson 
Did at Paris is based on a close acquaintance with the course of events. 
It contains nothing that is not true , but it is perhaps open to the 
charge that it is the truth dramatized. Mr. Baker discusses the story 
of the Peace Conference as a sequence of five diplomatic crises : (r) 
the conflict with the British, or rather with the British colonials, over 
the mandatary system for the German colonies; (2) the fight over the 
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incorporation of the League Covenant in the Treaty 5(3) the obscure 
crisis in April, probably with the French, which led President Wilson 
to summon the George Washington to Brest ; (4) the crisis with Italy 
over the Jugoslav frontier; (5) the Shantung settlement. It is per- 
fectly true that each of these conflicts took place, and that President 
Wilson was the center of each, but to make the whole work of treaty 
making revolve around these temporary crises is like Creasy's method 
of considering all history as the resultant of " fifteen decisive battles ". 
But Mr. Baker does not permit his overemphasis of the factor of con- 
flict to lead him into the error of considering all Europeans as alike 
"imperialistic". "The British liberals and their excellent news- 
papers", he acknowledges, "helped him [President Wilson] more 
than any other single group in the world — better than any single group 
in his own country ". Mr. Baker's sympathetic defence of President 
Wilson's diplomacy is greatly helped by the charm of his style. Of all 
the accounts of the Paris Conference, though others have contained 
more detailed information, none ranks so high as literature. 

The Peace Conference Day-by-Day, by Charles T. Thompson of the 
Associated Press, and The Adventures of the Fourteen Points, by 
Harry Hansen of the Chicago Daily News, may be grouped together 
as narratives of the diary type. They are merely relations of the day's 
events as seen by journalists waiting on the diplomatic threshold. But 
they deserve praise not only as collections of interesting diplomatic 
gossip but also for the understanding sympathy they show with the 
complexity of the tasks which confronted the statesmen at Paris. Mr. 
Thompson's book contains an important interview with President Wil- 
son, in which the President asserted that " the Treaty adheres to the 
Fourteen Points more closely than I had a right to expect " (page 414). 

Mr. Brailsford's record of travels in central Europe after the armis- 
tice, Across the Blockade, owes all of its value to its first-hand account 
of revolutionary days in Poland, communist Hungary and other parts 
of the political earthquake zone. His discussions of the treaties with 
Germany and Austria are untrustworthy, not so much because of his 
hostility to the point of view of the statesmen at Paris, for everyone 
has a right to his own opinion as to the merits of a treaty, as on ac- 
count of hasty verdicts with regard to particular points of fact. For 
example, he asserts that in the Saar district France will have unlimited 
power by the introduction of foreign workingmen to secure a favorable 
result from the plebiscite eventually to be taken (page 163). But the 
Treaty expressly stipulates that only persons " resident in the territory 
at the date of the signature of the present Treaty " will have the right 
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to vote in that plebiscite. He also makes the amazing statement that 
all the German parts of Bohemia " could with ease have been de- 
tached to join their race-fellows of the Austrian and the German Re- 
publics" (page 164). One glance at a topographical map of Europe 
would disprove this " ease ". 

America's Aims and Asia's Aspirations, by Patrick Gallagher, is an 
interesting but rather perplexing book. Like Dr. Dillon's Inside Story 
of the Peace Conference it delivers effective attacks on the statesmen 
at Paris, but from so individual an angle that it is not easy to guess in 
which direction the diplomats wandered from the true path. Mr. 
Gallagher is indignant that China should have lost Kiaochau and the 
Shantung concessions, but he is not a mere anti-imperialist or pro- 
Chinese advocate, for he proposes (page 407) that a large part of 
Manchuria should go to Japan. He considers that American diplomacy 
blundered in its handling of the Shantung controversy, yet he pays high 
tribute to the three American specialists at Paris on Oriental and 
colonial affairs, Mr. Williams, Mr. Hornbeck and the late Mr. Beer, 
and holds that President Wilson's chief error was in taking too little of 
their advice and listening too much to Colonel House. He condemns 
us on the one hand for " our unpardonable failure to do anything prac- 
tical to help our poor dupes, the Chinese millions ", and on the other 
hand for " our deliberate and despicable provocation of Japan " (page 
410). Mr. Gallagher writes in a racy and readable style, he has a 
strong sense of humor, warm sympathies and some gift of character- 
ization, and he had the advantage of personal friendship with the 
Chinese and Japanese diplomats at Paris as well as with the American 
experts on Oriental affairs. 

Preston Slosson. 

New York City. 

The German Empire, 1867-1914., and the Unity Movement. 
By William Harbutt Dawson. New York, The Macmillan Com- 
pany, 1 919. — Two volumes : xviii, 496; x, 535 pp. 

Than Mr. Dawson no Englishman is better qualified to tell the story 
of Imperial Germany. Known for many years as the sympathetic, 
though never gullible, interpreter of modern Germany to the English- 
speaking world, he has here summed up his knowledge and judgments 
on the historical process by which the particularistic German states were 
welded into the unified German Empire and on the policies pursued by 
the Imperial Government, both domestic and international, from 1871 
to 1 9 14. The work, though written in the midst of the Great War, 



